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SUBJECT: FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS: GOH REQUIREMENTS FOR 
CONTROL OF FOOD PRODUCTS 

GUATEMALA FOR AGATT 

DEPARTMENT PASS USDA 

REF: TEGUCIGALPA 0725 AND -19 

1. ON FEB. 27 SUPERMARKET OWNERS AND FOOD DISTRIBUTORS, 

MET WITH MIN OF HEALTH AGUILAR PAZ TO EXPRESS THEIR CONCERN 
OVER PROPOSED FOOD CONTROL MEASURES DESCRIBED IN REFS AND 
ASK THEY BE SET ASIDE. MEETING DID NOT RESOLVE ISSUE. 

MINISTER DECIDED THAT ISSUE SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE 
"CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL" OF THE MINISTRY FOR STUDY. COUNCIL, 
WHICH WAS SCHEDULED TO MEET MARCH 5, IS COMPOSED OF THE 
MINISTER AND VICE-MINISTER AND THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 
HEALTH. IMPLEMENTATION OF MEASURES TO AWAIT COUNCIL 
DECISION. 

2. AS OF MARCH 6 NO DECISION ANNOUNCED AND PRIVATE 
SECTOR GROUPS HAVE NOT RECEIVED ANY WORD FROM MINISTRY. 
TEGUCIGALPA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OFFICER TOLD COMATT THAT 
IF NO DECISION REACHED BY END OF THIS WEEK, PRIVATE SECTOR 
WOULD AGAIN SEEK AUDIENCE WITH MINISTER. HE SAID ORDERS FOR 
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FOOD IMPORTS WERE CONTINUING NORMALLY AND HIS IMPRESSION 
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IS THAT GOH SEES "IMPOSSIBILITY" OF IMPLEMENTING PROPOSAL. 

SANCHEZ 
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